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0 Introduction

Karata belongs to the Andic branch of the North East Caucasian family.

Karata refers to a group of related languages traditionally spoken in ten villages in Dagh-
estan, in the Akhvakhskij and Khunzarskij rayons (i.e. Tukita, Core dialects, Anchiq in
Figure 1).

Figure 1: Karata varieties (minus Siukh) (Filatov, 2020, 6)
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This talk is about the language spoken in the Karata village (Akhvkhaskij rayon), a.k.a.
Karata proper.

The Karata proper variety is the most documented and described of all the varieties (gram-
matical sketch (Magomedbekova, 1971), dictionary (Magomedova and Khalidova, 2001),
texts in the language (Magomedbekova (1971); Khalidova (2017) among others), linguis-
tic publications (e.g. Mallaeva & Khalidova (2016), Khalidova (2018))



...but there are still areas of the grammar of the language that do not have a basic de-
scription or whose empirical coverage is not full, e.g. the TAMEP (tense, aspect, mood,
evidentiality, pluractionality) system

This language (as is generally the case in East Caucasian languages) has many verbal
forms: a limited number of synthetic forms but high number of analytic forms due to
aggregation and combination of forms

Unlike in some other related languages, the TAMEP system in Karata proper is incredibly
regular, i.e compositional, additive.

This talk reports on my description of this system focussing on finite forms that realize
imperfective aspect meanings (which are mostly found in the indicative mood and in forms
which can occur in independent clauses).

Data: corpus (50 texts) + TAM questionnaire in (Dahl, 1985) with two consultants
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1 Framework and definitions

Clauses describe events (short for events or states).

The categories that manipulate events and that are overtly distinguished in Karata in the
verbal paradigm are:

« temporal reference (= tense): the localization of (the point of view from which) the
described event is reported

« viewpoint/grammatical aspect: the point of view taken on the reported event e.g. pre-
sented from the inside vs from the outside, as upcoming, etc ( =not the meaning of aspect
in the Slavic tradition, see Bertinetto 2001; Borik and Reinhart 2004 among others)

« pluractionality (derived actionality/Aktionsarten): whether the event is conceptualized
as being composed of smaller events

Tenses (#tense) are morphologized combinations of values in the above categories (see
e.g. Bybee and Dahl 1989; Bertinetto 1994, 2020), e.g. the present tense in Karata proper
lexicalizes present temporal reference, imperfective aspect, and indicative mood.

* x x+ more detail below x x x

I use the neo-Reichenbachian conceptualization of tense and aspect (Reichenbach, 1947;
Klein, 1994):



« The Event Time (ET) of a clause is the time at which the event that a clause describes is
located

« The Utterance Time (UT) is the time at which the matrix clause is uttered/evaluated

« The Topic Time (TT) is the time the uttered clause is about; the point of view from which
the event is reported

Tense linearly situates Topic Time with respect to Utterance Time (by precedence/overlapping):

» present TT=UT
* past TT< UT

« future UT<TT
Aspect situates Topic Time with respect to Event Time (by inclusion or precedence/overlapping):

« perfective ETCTT
« imperfective TTCET
« perfect ET<TT

* prospective TT<ET

(1) a. Example:
Context: A judge is interrogating a witness in court. (Cover and Tonhauser,
2015, 309)
Judge: What did you notice when you looked into the room?
Witness: The light was on.

b. Temporal context of eventuality of light being on in witness’s utterance (1a):
- ET = time when the light is on
- TT = time when witness looked into the room
- [TT<UT, TTCET] (= past imperfective)

This framework as it is has many limitations and outright problems (e.g. it cannot model
cases where two kinds of aspect (inclusion and precedence) combine e.g. perfect imper-
fectives) ...

...but it serves as a good starting point

2 Morphology, overview of the system

Karata has both synthetic and analytic tenses:

« synthetic tenses have one form (the lexical verb) which bears tense and mood inflection

« analytic tenses have at least one lexical verb, and one auxiliary which bears tense and
mood inflection



2.1 Synthetic forms

In synthetic forms, there is only one verb, TAMEP markers are thus affixed to the stem
of this verb, in most cases the root (root= V-afa), but in some cases the stem has other
formatives.

(2) List of indicative synthetic-form forming suffixes
Positive  Negative

past -i/e/a -i/e/a-Ce
present -(i)da -(i)da-¢’e
future -as -ibi¢’e

andative? PST+ -La ?

Sometimes, past and present are called ‘perfective’ and ‘imperfective’, I have used these
terms as well and in fact I still use them for glosses in my corpus, as labels.

While there’s good reason to think that ‘present’ lexicalizes imperfectivity (see section
3.1), it’s not so clear that ‘past’ specifies perfective aspect (see appendix A.2).

Karata has a number of morphophonological rules which apply here and elsewhere, eg:

« the present morpheme -(i)da is realized -da after /b/ and sonorants (V, nasals, liquids),
« a root with a nasal feature will trigger nasalization of /b/, /1/, /r/ in suffixes

+ a root with a labial feature will trigger rounding of root-adjacent V in V-initial suffixes

2.2 Analytic constructions

Analytic constructions involve different forms of the V:

1. infinitive: V root + -afa

2. converb (perfect/anterior, non perfect/non anterior)

(3) List of positive and negative general converb forms of q:’'amaia ‘eat’

Positive Negative
perfect cvb V-i/e/a(-b-x“a) V-i/e/a-ge(-b-y“a) V-i/e/a-¢’e(-b-x"“a)
non perfect cvb V-(i)da-da V-(i)da-se V-(i)da-¢’e

The positive non perfect converb is relatively rare compared to the perfect.

The -b-)"a ending is very often omitted.

The omission of -i in -ida follows the same conditioning as the present marker, i.e. -i
is omitted after /b/ and sonorants (V, /n, m, 1, r/)

3. participles (past, present, future, though it might make more sense to speak of perfect/anterior,
overlapping, prospective)



Table 1: Participles

Type of participle Positive Negative
past V-u/o0/a-b V-i/e/a-¢’-0-b
present V-(i)d-o-b V-(i)da-¢’-o-b
future V-Lo-b / V-ala-Lo-b! V-ibi¢’-0-b

In analytic forms, there is at least one verb in a non-finite form, and an auxiliary (I leave
evidential forms aside).

(4) V + auxiliaries

The auxiliary bears tense and mood morphology (see above); the auxiliary can be:

« an existential verb: copula, bik’'waia ‘be’, bisanta ‘find (oneself)’
+ a phasal verb: baiaia ‘begin’, b-age™a ‘finish’

* a lexical verb: b-o?a™a ‘go’, b-ofata ‘walk’, b-ex“aia ‘come’, b-iy"aia ‘stay’ ...
In this talk, I only talk about analytic forms where the auxiliary is an existential verb.
The predicate V bears aspect morphology:

« progressive: V-PRS, V-(i)da

habitual: V-PTCP, past -u/o/a-b, or present -id-o-b, no future participle attested here
« perfect: V-PRF.CVB, V-i/e/a-(-b-)"a) (lots of allomorphs due to phonological rules)

* prospective: V-INF, V-ala

The progressive is further allowed to combine with perfect and prospective aspect by
aggregating two auxiliaries. (I only have two example.):

« perfect progressive: V-PRS + AUX-PST.CVB

* prospective progressive: V-PRS + AUX-INF

!Magomedbekova 1971 and Magomedova and Khalidova 2001 report that the suffix -fo-b must be added
to the infinitival form of the verb. In my texts, I have also found -fo-b added to the stem of the verb.



Table 2: List of indicative analytic form-forming suffixes

progressive habitual
present V-(i)da idja/bik’-uda V-pTCP idja/(bik’-uda?)
past V-(i)da bik’¥-a V-pPTCP bik’”-a
future  V-(i)da bis-as V-PTCP bis-as

perfect prospective
present V-PRF(-b-x*a) idja/bik’-uda V-ala idja/bik’-uda
past V-PRF(-b-x"a) bik’™-a V-ala bik’¥-a
future  V-PRF(-b-x™a) bis-as V-aia bis-as

perfect progressive prospective progressive

present V-(i)da bik'w-a-(-b-x™a) idja V-(i)da bik’"-ala idja

3 Focus on imperfective tenses in the indicative

3.1 Simple present

The suffix is -(i)da, it is added to the root (i.e. infinitive minus -afa)

It is used to describe an eventuality that is typical of an entity—gnomic imperfectivity
(Bertinetto and Lenci, 2012, 860)—with the following sub-meanings:

« eventuality is habitual (5).

(5) [Q: What your brother usually DO after breakfast? A:] He WRITE a letter. (Dahl
1985, 19)
ho-su-1 karat g¥ar-da
DEM-MOBL-ERG letter write-PRS

He writes a letter.

+ eventuality describes a behavior/attitude is typical, the attitudinal

(6) haduro-b cwab b-ik’-uda ho-su-b

ready-N answer N-be-PRS  DEM-M[GEN|-N

He (always) has an answer ready.

« eventuality describes an ability/potential for something, the potential (7).

(7) isi-b rajunij-a fada-di mina-minaro-b mac’i-$i-1 ¥o-da
1PL[GEN]-N rayon-TOPO[LOC| person-PL different-different-N language-nM(-ERG speak-PRS

People in our rayon speak different languages.



« It is a marker used with individual-level predicates

(8)

den bice-yise-rj-a w-uk’-uda

1SG sell-buy-MSD-TOPO[LOC| M-be-PRS

I am a tradesman.

« The present -ida is also used in generic statements (i.e. eventualities describing a per-
manent stative property independent of the specific referent they hold of).

)

(10)

[Q: Do cats bark?] (No,) they not BARK. (Dahl 1985, 76)
iso hab-da-¢’e
cat bark-PRS-NEG

Cats don’t bark.

[What kind of sound do cats make?] They MEOW. (Dahl 1985, 73)
iSo-1 mjaui’-idja 2
cat-ERG meow-PRS

Cats meow.

It’s typically used in saying like (12).

(12)

Tedefa-b é€ye rela-Li-r b-a?-ida-¢’e
rushing-N river sea-TOPO-ALL N-reach-PRS-NEG

He who is in a hurry does not reach his goal. (lit. A rushing river does not reach the
sea.)

It can also be used with future temporal reference.

(13)

(According to the contract,) we not WORK tomorrow. (Dahl 1985, 82)
ho-{ij-a b-ag’eby"a, ili aie b-iSang-ida-¢’e
DEM-NM,-DAT N-as_per 1PL tomorrow H't-work-IMPF-NEG

According to it, we don’t work tomorrow.

2The form is transparently a merger of mjau + quotative ’e or verb of saying kei’anta but see unaccept-
ability of full phrase in (11).

(11

*i50-1 mjau ket’-idja.



3.2 Progressive

Present If the auxiliary is the copula idja, the resulting construction can be used in a
present progressive meaning (TT=UT, TTCET).

(14)

[Q: What your brother DO right now? (=What activity is he engaged in?) A by
someone who can see him] He WRITE a letter. (Dahl 1985, 6)

I'po-Iy-71 KarbaT XbBap-Aa HIA.

DEM-Mo-ERG letter write-IMPF COP

He is writing a letter.

If the auxiliary is bik’'wata ‘be’ in the present tense however, the meaning seems to be more
habitual than progressive.

(15)

[A: My brother works at an office. B: What kind of work he DO?] He WRITE letters.
(Dahl 1985, 25)

I'noB KarpaT-Iu XbBap-Aa B-ykl-yna.

DEM-Mg-ERG letter-PL write-IMPF M-be-PRS

He writes letters.

Past In the past, the auxiliary must be one that can be inflected for tense, e.g. bik™ata
‘be’. Examples like (16) are clear examples of the past progressive ((TT<UT, TTCET)).

(16)

(17)

When I COME home (yesterday), he WRITE two letters (=that is the activity he
was engaged in) (Dalh 1985, (140))

JleH B-Ooxb-ajla, TIbOB CYHU kle-ma karpaT XbBap-Za B-ykl-a.

1SG M-come-SP.CVB DEM-M Yyesterday two-INT letter = write-IMPF M-be-PST

When I came home, yesterday, he was writing two letters.

ansel hu-gu-w idi wo?-a", isi e"ya-Li b-a¢-unda b-ak’-a.
then DEM-LOW-M away M-go-PST 1PL.EXCL stream-TOPO[LOC| N-wash.PL-IMPF N-be.PL-PST

Then he went away, we bathed in the river. (Magomedbekova 1971, text, line 27.1)

Future Analytic constructions with future temporal reference are not constructed with
the auxiliary bik™aia ‘be’ in the future tense, rather the verb bisa™a ‘find’ is used (18).

(18)

[Q: What your brother DO if you don’t go to see him today, do you think? A:] He
WRITE a letter (to me). (Dahl 1985, (15))

I'b0-B KarpaT-Au XbBap-Aa B-yC-aHCC

DEM-M letter-PL write-IMPF M-be_found-FUT

He will be writing letters.



This same analytical construction can be used with present temporal reference to convey
uncertainty (19).

(19) [Neither A nor B can see B’s brother. A: What he DO right now, do you think?
(=What activity will he be engaged in?)] He WRITE letters (I think so because
because he does that every day at this time.) (Dahl 1985, (24))

['po-my-1  KarpaT-Au XbBap-Aa p-UC-aHCC.
DEM-Mo-ERG letter-pPL write-IMPF nH7'-be_found-FUT

He’ll be writing letters.

3.3 Habitual

Present The habitual present is constructed by putting the V in a participial form: past
(20) or present (21).

(20) ... hulo-baj hede b-oi-ibar-el b-i¢’-a-¢’-0-baj idja=T1’e.
bald-HT something N-happen-COND-ADD H'-die-PST-NEG-PTCP-HT COP=QUOT

baldies are tenacious (lit. they don’t die if something happens) (The bald’s tale,
translation, line 48)

« More research is need to understand the distribution of past vs present participle in
analytic constructions

« I don’t have clear examples where the auxiliary is bik™aia ‘be’: is this gap accidental?

Past Past habituals are constructed with V in the participial form (past or present) and
the auxiliary in the past tense.

(21) [Q: What your brother usually DO after breakfast last summer? A:] He WRITE
letters. (Dahl 1985, 20)
['po-my-1  KarbaT-Au XbBap-A-0-pall  p-akls-a.
DEM-M(-ERG letter-pL write-IMPF-PTCP-nHT nH™'-PL\be-PST

He would write letters.

(22) ha?-ind-o-le, ila, biskin-di-low-a, kumak geh-e-b-oya, dena hedela

see-IMPF-PTCP-Q mother poor-PL-PLy-DAT  help give-PST-N-PRF.CVB 1SG.ERG thing
b-ekedajingil, men zigar-d-o-j j-ik’w-a.
N-give- 2SG complain-IMPF-PTCP-F F-be-PST

You see, mother, I helped the poor and needy, when I gave them something, you com-
plained. (Magomedbekova 1971, text, line 41.1)



(23)

Future

In a village, A would stop in front of every house and the following dialogue would
take place. (Khalidova 2017, Tlyka, lines 21-23)
A:Tpab ug-on ay-6 MHcHa? = Kbe.

DEM COP-Q 2SG[GEN]-N house=QUOT

Is this your house?
B:T'paule=Kbe KeKb-UHO-0-0 O-mklB-a wuA¥Ma Bama-mry-J.
COP.NEG =QUOT speak-IMPF-PTCP-N N-be-PRF.CVB COP boy-My-ERG

No, the boy would say (it seems).

Future habituals are formed like other habitual analytic forms except that the

auxiliary is in the future tense. I don’t have examples with a present participial form.

(24)

ho-$to-?0-da  ¢’ikVar-a  bag’an b-et-ala duw-a-C’e  bat-e-¢’-o-b
DEM-such-like-INT beautiful-ADV melody N-sing-INF 2SG(-DAT-only be_able-PST-NEG-PTCP-N

b-is-ans, du-raj ¢’ikoro-raj hark’a-j-a-¢’e hosda ¢’ikWara hant’e
N-happen-FUT 2SG([GEN|-NPL beautiful-NPL eye-PL-DAT-only such  beautiful song
k’ada v’ek’'u fow-a-Sagi b-al-e-&’-0-b b-is-ans=1’e.

sing  more wWho-DAT-INDF be_able-PST-NEG-PTCP-N N-happen-FUT=QUOT

Surely you alone3will not be able to sing so beautiful a melody, surely your eyes alone
will be able to sing so beautiful a song better than anyone. (Khalidova 2017, Capen
2baeeva, line 9.2)

3.4 Two-aspect tenses

Present progressive prospective In (25), the event of writing letters is presented as in
progress at some point later than now.

(25)

[A: My brother has got a new job. He’ll start tomorrow. B: What kind of work he
DO there?] He WRITE letters. (Dahl 1985, 27)

ho-w kagat-di qVar-da w-uk’-ala idja

DEM-M letter-PL.  write-PRS M-be-IMPF  COP

He is (going/about) to be writing letters.

Present progressive perfect In (26), the event of writing letters is presented both as
taking place before now and as in progress.

The form in (26) is rather wild (if anything, we’d have expected ohoda wuk’awy*a idja).

3The construction translated as ‘alone’ involves suffixing ¢’e on two elements of a clause: on the item
that ‘alone’ qualifies, and on the main verb of the clause said item is part of.

10



(26) [(Of a coughing child:) For how long has your son been coughing?] (Dahl 1985,

(148))
[lypa6 carlart, makle ox1l-oga-B-xa uaia.
whole-N hour child  cough-IMPF-M-PRF.CVB COP

The child’s been coughing for an hour.

But there’s another example, suggesting that this is not a lexical peculiarity of the verb
cough, see (30).

4 Imperfectivity in non-indicative moods, in progress

I still don’t completely understand the non-indicative system, there is way fewer data
points.

Non-indicative tenses do not make tense distinctions, only aspectual ones.

They all distinguish synthetic and analytic tenses:

« synthetic tenses have one form (the lexical verb) which bears mood inflection

+ analytic tenses have at least one lexical verb, and one auxiliary which bears mood in-
flection

(27) List of indicative synthetic-form forming suffixes

Positive Negative
imperative -a (tr) / -i (intr) -ibis:e
jussive IMP-L’a ?
optative -0-b -ibis:o-b
hypothetical PST -bar ?
desiderative PST -yoror ?
conditional = V-FUT V-PST ?

So far no evidence that hypothetical and desiderative mood distinguish aspectual forms.
4.1 Imperative, jussive moods

(28) Mood forming suffixes

Positive Negative
imperative -a (tr) / -i (intr) -ibis:e
jussive -a (tr) / -i (intr) -’'a ?

In (29) is an example of a synthetic jussive construction.

11



(29) Asmna-my-m = xb0-0-ai XbBap-a-Kba
Allah-MOBL-ERG g00d-N-SELECT write-IMPTR-JUS

Jati, Asutax, cuacmutugoti cyov6wt (6yke. Umob Asutax xopouee HANUCAT)

The analytic construction in these moods contains:

« the verb bik™ata ‘be’ as auxiliary bearing mood morphology

« the lexical verb in the PRF.cvBform

The analytical construction in (30), gives the possibility to further specify imperfective
aspect by adding the progressive aspect morpheme.

(30) (Khalidova, 2017), Analazil. 10.2
XKe-6 upaita ulukopo-6 xUMU-I Kbam-e-0xBa paxlatu-klen rlauyo-0 BboJBa,

logo-n cop beautiful-n  grass-add eat-pf-n-pf.cvb quiet.obl-com green-n  ?
rbejTba-J HWH-JIbJIbH-a rpbo-0 kblajie kbam-e-0-xBa, Kblaje
why-q logo.obl-nM.obl-topo3[loc] dem-n leaf eat-pf-n-pf.cvb  leaf
0-ukl-y-kba  WH-JIBJIBU-0-Aa napnap-ua-a-6-xsa.

n-be-imp[intr]-jus logo.obl-nm.obl[gen]-b-int flap-impf-n-pf.cvb

A Pe3G6J/II0Cb HA 3€JIEHOM JTY2Y, WUNJTIO COUHYIO mpaagy, He3auem MHe JTUCMOUeK OMKYyCbleamb,
nycmo OH cebe passesaemcsa Ha gempy.

This concatenation of progressive and perfect aspect suffixes on one and the same base,
though infrequent, is exactly the configuration found for the present progressive perfect
in section 3.4.

4.2 Optative mood

The optative mood is marked on the verb or auxiliary by suffixing past or present/imperfective
participial morphology to the root.

(31) List of indicative synthetic-form forming suffixes
Positive Negative
optative -o-b -ibis:o-b

In synthetic construtions, the main verb is the only verb, -o-CM or (i)d-o-CM is suffixe
to the root.

(32) wukwban tanmuxl ayB-a 0-eKK-0-B.
luck luck 2SGOBL.TOPO[LOC| N-end_up-PTCP-M

Ymo6 yoaua u 300poabe 6bUTU CymHuUKamu ae3de.

12



(33) Hniia umita uylaro 6-axx-yg-o-B.
mother father alive Pf.remain.PL-IMPF-PTCP-M

Ymo6 podumeJtu GbUTU HCUGBHL.

The analytic construction in the optative mood contains:

« the verb bik™aia ‘be’ as auxiliary bearing mood morphology

« the lexical verb in the PRFCVB form

(34) Magomedbekova 1971, p. 138

a. k'Vab-e w-ox-a-w
hit-PRFCVB M-come-PTCP-M

May you arrive beaten up. (Ja npudewn youmoim.)
b. j-i¢-a j-is-a-j.
F-die-PRFCVB F-end_up-PTCP-F

May she be found dead.

It’s not clear if imperfective can also be specified on the V.

4.3 Conditional mood

The conditional mood is found in the consequent of a conditional construction to express
counterfactuality.

It is an analytic construction which follows the pattern V + aux.

As in other languages, the counterfactual is ‘composed’ of both past and future:

 The auxiliary is in the simple past form, and

+ V is in the simple future form (35) or infinitive (36; which marks the prospective aspect
in indicative tenses).

(835) Khalidova 2017, X1ynoBmBaras ro6 myrba, 1. 110
JeH-kbe-yle-xopop Au-B MHHapklsa B-y4l-acc B-ykl-a.
1SG-QUOT-NEG-DESID 1SGOBLGEN-M husband M-die-FUT  M-be-PST

Ecstu 661 He 51, Moli 2ocnoduH ymep Obl!

(36) Khalidova 2017, Klklupganlait macxbapau - Bexyp rbaulo6 6eprso, 1. 17
I'o-6 KboTlii-a H-uc-aH muiiaB 6€ 6-uk1-o-xopop,
do.PTCP-N agreement-TOPO[LOC] F-end_up-PRF.CVB bottle buy.PRF.CVB N-be-DESID

rbefge-rlaru  6-oisil-asrpa 0-uk1B-a-ule =Kbe.
something-INDF N-happen-INF N-be-PST-NEG-QUOT

Huuezo He cTyuwocs 6bl, ectu O6bl AuLypa, cOepicas c@oe CJ1080, Kyniyia MHe 6ymuLiKy.

13



Like the indicative mood, the conditional mood has a habitual form which is formed by
adding pTCP morphology to V.FUT.

(837) Xlynosmparasn rob6 myrba, l. 59
X1lysno-my-4ylo OemaHga rbypyl] O-MK1B-a-Xopop, TbO-B CCUTaJI
bald-MOBL-TOPO[LOC| hundred money N-be-PST-DESID DEM-M in_front.ABL

B-yIIaHXb-UON41-0-B B-ykl-a.
M-work-FUT.NEG-PTCP-M  M-be-PST

Bydub y JIvicoco cmo maHamoa, oH Ol He pabomast cryzoti!

4.4 As the complement of begin
This verb always takes a verb complement in -(i)da. (Its homonym meaning “be able

to” takes a verb complement in the infinitive form.) The verb baiaia itself bears tense
morphology.

(38) a. mak’e ¥o-da b-ai-e
child speak-IMPF N-begin-PST

The child started to speak.

b. ayili ceb Suri alilja ywaj habda balida : ycnasimas mopox B cany, cobaka
HAYMHAeT JIaATh

c. kwat’e¢’eda kwatida baias : ckopo HauHeT cBeTaTh

5 Conclusion
Synthetic form mark tense and aspect; more research needs to check whether they are

also specified for aspect and evidentiality

Analytic forms mark tense, aspect (, and evidentiality—no shown here).

* Analytic forms with two components have the following structure

(39) V-aspect Aux-tense

+ Some analytic forms can mark two aspects (e.g. progressive prospective in 51), each on
their own verb (V and b-ik™aia ‘be’)

(40) V-aspect; b-ik’Vatla-aspect, Aux-tense

+ Imperfective aspect is marked (always!) through the simple present morpheme -(i)da

14



Things to do:

« more work on non-indicative finite constructions

« meanings of non-finite constructions (participles, converbs)

The system is so compositional and systematic (especially by comparison with that of
related languages, cf Anchiq Karata Filatov 2020, Akhvakh Creissels 2018), Andi Maisak
2020, Bagvalal (Kibrik, 2001), Godoberi (Kibrik, 1996)), it looks brand new. But there
are a few irregularities here and there worth looking at in a comparative perspective.

Glossary

0 oblique

ADD  additive

HT human plural

INT intensive

JUS  jussive

LOW lower than speaker
MSD  masdar

SELECT selectional particle
SP.CVB specialized converb
TOPO topological marker
ABL  ablative

ADV  adverbial

ALL  allative

AUX auxiliary

COND conditional

copP copula

CVB  converb

DAT dative

DEM demonstrative
DESID desiderative

ERG ergative

15

EXCL

FUT
GEN
IMP
IMPF
INDF
INF

LOC

NEG
OBL
PL
PRF
PRS
PST

PTCP

QUOT
SG

TR

exclusive
feminine
future
genitive
imperative
imperfective
indefinite
infinitive
locative
masculine
neuter
negative
oblique
plural
perfect
present
past
participle
question particle
quotative
singular

transitive
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A Appendix: Is (im)perfectivity specified? Unclear cases

A.1 Unclear case 1: andative

The suffix -ia is found in some examples in synthetic constructions, with present or past
time reference

(41) hudu<w>aj C’e-w w-o0X-a-La
there<m > guest-M M-come-PST-ANDTV

There he is, the guest is coming.

A most striking feature of this suffix is that it only ever goes on the verbs b-o?afa ‘go’,
b-a?aia ‘go to, reach’, b-ej¢"ata ‘come’.

In Andi, the suffix -(j)fo also appears with just verbs of motion to convey the progres-
sive instead of the usual progressive suffix (Kaye, p.c.), which seems compatible with the
example above. *

But what about uses as in (42) where the event is not presented as imperfective (ongoing
or habitual)?

(42) ha<b>ajdol, b-axw-a-fa-1 isi
voila<HT > H'-PL\come-PST-ANDTV-ADD 1PL

There we are, we’ve arrived.

Motion verbs with or without the suffix -Za can also be used in analytic forms to express
the progressive and the habitual present (depending on the auxiliary used).

This form seems to be able to be used equally well in dependent clauses (i.e. like a converb)
without any changes to its morphology.

(43) 1ne-6 3amaHa-JTBJIBU-JI Ibab-aH B-OXb-a-Jila axpaH.
one-N time-nMy-ERG see-PST  M-come-PST-ANDTV watchman

At one point, we saw the watchman come. (Magomedova 1971, text 1, line 13)

*In Godoberi, the suffix -aLa is the“present indefinite” (Kibrik, 1996, 92) but see example (41) in the
past.
Magomedbekova (1971: 174) mentions that, in Tukita, the suffix -ef/-fa corresponds to Karata proper -lda
(see section 5) in that “it expresses that the event has not been witnessed”, but that does not seem plausible
given the examples in which it is found.
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A.2 Unclear case 2: simple past

The suffix -i/-e/-a is added to the root (i.e. infinitive minus -afa) depending on its inflec-
tion class.

The past morpheme is used to describe:
« an eventuality in the past that did not last long

(44) [The speaker has just seen the king arrive (earlier than was expected):] The king
ARRIVE already. (Dahl, 1985, 153)
xan herada w-ox-a
khan already M-come-PST

The khan arrived.

« an eventuality in the past that lasted for a while.

(45) (95) [Q: What your brother’s reaction BE when you gave him the medicine (yes-
terday)?] He COUGH for an hour.
ho-w sura-b 3afat-il oh-e
DEM-M whole-N hour-?  cough-PST

He coughed for an hour.

The simple past is in competition with a marked imperfective past form (among others;
see below).

It is traditionally glossed perfective in descriptions, and I have followed this tradition in
glossing my texts and in certain papers.

But it’s not clear to me that it is actually specified for aspect, i.e. I'm not aware of (neg-
ative) data that show that the simple past is not acceptable in an umambiguously imper-
fective context.

Some examples raise the question whether past truly is specified for perfective aspect

(46) Magomedbekova 1971 - text 8, line 11
BOBbaH nja 1eb reanilup. rbopre 6ucaH ujga mMaklu 6arbona. nebaii uleulyslai
6aJsrbe, 11e0ali cosiocosiosilai 6asrbe, 1edail kbBana Tlanmobai 6abe.
(He arrived in a village.) Tam metu urpanucek. OQHU UT'PAJIM B MOJIOUKE, IPyTHE
B MsY, B 3aKMJIOBaHMe IIanokK.

Some simple past marked for evidentiality:

(47) Magomedbekova 1971 - text 9, line 1
11e6 ropoauniia Byk1la uaia xaH. rboulyB MUK1Ba uiia e iiame. rbo6ja ropoauiia
Bykla maia 11eB naMeniuk, rpyllyB Bykla uziia Bama. B aTom ropojie 6bL1 xaH.
U 6bL31a y Hero ofHa Ao4b. B 3TOM e ropojie, XKUJI OJJUH MOMEIINK, Y HEro ObLII
CBIH.

More research needed to see whether the past tense morpheme in Karata is specified for
aspect
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